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inside 


your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Hurdy-Gurdy Madness 


Clive Bell gets a handle on the crankiest medieval instrument of all 


12 Bites 


B12 Techno by numbers Kato Hideki Back to bass Mass Power trio politics Solex Girl with a sampler 

Fast track: Slapp Happy Label lore: Kitty-Yo Int 


18 Global Ear: Tokyo 


Rob Young goes shopping for music in the Japanese capital, and enters a culture-shocking world of 
customised cassettes, vinyl exotica, and virtual DJs 


20 The Secret History of Film Music 


In a time when movies are treated as marketing devices for CD compilations, Philip Brophy hails the 
narrative-enhancing use of records in the films of Martin Scorsese and Michael Mann 

22 James Blood Ulmer 

thinks so, and Steve Holtje agrees with him 

26 Sonic Youth 

The four members of the world's most influential rock group since The Velvet Underground get together in 
New York City, and give Biba Kopf a lesson in how to grow old disgracefully 

34 Robert Moog 

When Walter Carlos released Switched-On Bach in 1969, the sound of music was changed forever. Mark 
Sinker meets the man who invented the instrument that made it all possible: the Moog synthesizer 


42 Invisible Jukebox: LTJ Bukem 



46 Royal Trux 



reviews 


51 Soundcheck May’s selected albums and 12*s, including new releases from Boards Of Canada, Luc 
Ferrari, Ice, Khaled, Joe and Mat Maneri, Merzbow, Jeff Mills, Money Mark, Bernard Parmegiani, Arvo Part, 


68 Multimedia Sounding out new 



CD-ROMs 70 On Location Going live: The Fall come apart in NYC; East meets West at London’s ICA; 
Improv antics north of the border; Electronica comes to New Zealand; David Thomas's near-disastrous 


74 Print Run New music books: Kodwo Eshun's adventures in sonic fiction; England's green 


and silent land; The story of soul power; Musicians on the couch 


: Editorial 6 Soundings May’s selected live events, festivals, happenings, club spaces and radic 


8 Letters 50 Charts 80 Back Issues 81 Subscribe and get a FREE Robert Wyatt CD 


82 Epiphanies Thurston Moore grows a weird beard 
































































































































































































































letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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TRUE GRIT 


Clive Bell tries to get a handle on new approaches to the 
hurdy-gurdy, the crankiest of medieval instruments 


























































schneider tm 



Brilliant electronic nnpmnsic 
trooi Germany. It rattles, 
t snaps and crackles. Drginal, 
unique and nnorthadux. 
CD/IP D87D2-2/-1 Germany-it s the new France! 


■cJ/j.m goodies: 

UUUIU&E 

■TNT 1 CD/LP 08705 


* fiABHEB 


■TO RUN MORE SMOOTHLY 1 CD/LP 08708 


RTrilSHHINrOVA^IIIE^FAlll 


TRAMS AM 

THE SURVEILLANCE 1 Co™ 


ffp ...FOR 10 YEARS, 
knitting THE LAREL BEHIND THE CLUR 
AND AHEAD OF ITS TIME... 
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selections 


of records in an age when movies are treated as marketing devices for CD compilations 









7b Be In America? album came out on Rough Trade, the music of James Blood Ulmer continues 
rock, and the esoteric music systems of his mentor, Ornette Coleman. Words: Steve Holtje 

Ulmer was also playing in a group on the side, a trio of guitar, piano, and drums: "I |v| eanwhile, Ulmer was playing regulary at New York’s bebop Mecca, Minton's 
being the mid-60s, Ulmer's model of a guitar hero was a tad surprising. 'Chuck Messengers (the preference of the group's trumpeter Woody Shaw for piano rather 



























notes from 







underground 


Velvet Underground. In New York, Biba Kopf meets the four members as they prepare to release 
with a bunch of side projects, a new indie label, and a dose of free Improv. Photography: Magda 

















































mm mine 

IEbEo 

Verve 539 979-2 


with 

Billy Martin 
John Medeski 
Chris Wood 


mmiMMMMiimm 

19th - Cheltenham Jazz Festival 
20th - Manchester, Band On The Wall 
21st - Leeds, Irish Centre 
22nd - London, Queen Elizabeth Hall 




AVAILABLE 6 APRIL. 




Mark Sinker reopens the music vs 
technology debate with Robert Moog, 
who invented the portable modular 
synthesizer to give the world an ever 
expanding index of musical 
possibilities. Not so, said composer 
Pierre Boulez, claiming the synthesizer’s 
open access to an infinity of sound has 
resulted in musical banality. Moog 
photography: Eva Vermandel 
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Little black boxes 







































Every month we play a musician 

a series of records which they’re' 
asked to identify and comment 
on — with no prior knowledge of 
what they’re about to hear. This 
month it’s the turn of... 


LTJBukem 











invisible jukebox 






























































invisible jukebox 




























Le Weekend 

...get lost in music in Stirling 


29th, 30th and 31st May 1998 

at The Tolbooth Theatre, 

Broad Street, Stirling, Scotland. 

a wild mix of electronica, ambient, DJs, 
performance poetry and vocals including 
Otomo Yoshihide’s new outfit ISO, 
Transglobal Underground’s Neil Sparkes, 
The Peter Blegvad Trio and many more... 


for more information and tickets 
tel/fax 01786 479361 

subsidised by Eastern Scotland European 
Partnership and Stirling Council 


























sound _ 
check 


On their marks: May’s selected albums and 12"s 






























































































































































































































































































soundcheck 






































































Rob Young meets CD-ROM mavericks, Header and AudioRom 
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.on Going live: festivals, 

location 
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_ m m New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 

print 

run 
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All Wyatt now 

Our May offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire, and get a Robert Wyatt CD — FREE! 

















Sonic Youth’s Thurston Moore recalls the night he broke free 
of his prejudice against bearded Improv. Interview: Biba Kopf 
























* Wake Up GodJ 


AY TARTICIJ 
, DOWN LOB 
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